
 
Grangefield Primary School 

Full Reopening Plan For March 8th 2021 
 

Principles underpinning a return to school for all children in March 2021: 

On 22nd February 2021 the Department for Education (DfE) released updated guidance to schools 
regarding the return to school for all pupils from March 8th  2021; 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-
outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools .  

Much of the content in this guidance, and within this reopening plan will be familiar to you, as much 
of it replicates what was in place for the autumn term. Please do read carefully as there are some 
changes. 
Implementing the system of controls, creates a safer environment for pupils and staff 
where the risk of transmission of infection is substantially reduced. We know that the predominant 
new variant of coronavirus (COVID-19) is more transmissible however, Public Health England advice 
says that the way to control this virus is with the existing system of controls, even with the current 
new variants. 
 
In addition to this reopening plan, on our website you will find an updated GCC risk assessment for 
school settings. 

Whilst the governments’ aim is to have all pupils back at school permanently from March 8th, it 
recognises that every school will also need to plan for the possibility of a local, school or Year group 
closure and how they will ensure continuity of education. This is something that we have explained 
in our Remote Learning Policy which is also available on our website. 

We all hope that as time progresses we will be able to ease the lock down measures, we will let 

you know straight away if this can happen. 

 

Protective measures: 

The Government continues to recognise that primary children, particularly younger children will not 

be able to maintain social distancing, and it is therefore acceptable for them not to distance within 

their group. Rather than relying on social distancing, the aim from March 8th is therefore to limit the 

points at which the infection could be spread by implementing the "protective bubble" approach 

already used in the Autumn Term. 

 
Public Health England (PHE) advice therefore highlights that schools should build upon the hierarchy 
of protective measures that have been in use throughout the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. 

Grangefield will therefore continue to employ the following hierarchy of essential measures: 

1. Minimise contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who have coronavirus 
(COVID-19) symptoms, or who have someone in their household who does, do not attend school. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools


2. Ensure children and adults in school wash their hands thoroughly more often than usual 
3. Ensure good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach. 
4. Maintain enhanced cleaning programmes, including cleaning frequently touched surfaces often, 

using standard products such as detergents and bleach. 
5. Minimise contact between individuals and maintain social distancing wherever possible 
6. Where social distancing is not possible between adults to wear a face covering. 
 
Who, what, where and when? 
We are pleased to be able to welcome all children back to school from Monday 8th March 2021 and 

plan to implement the protective measures outlined by the government in the following ways: 

 

 Children will be in year group bubbles. They will remain in their class protective ‘bubbles’ for 

most of the school day with their peers and known adults. Year group bubbles will be used for 

playtimes, lunchtimes and assembly time. 

 Staff may operate across different classes and year groups in order to facilitate the delivery of 

the school timetable where needed, however our timetable will endeavour to minimise 

movement within a day. 

 Staff will avoid close face to face contact, but will meet children’s basic physical and emotional 

needs during daily practice.  

 We will continue to ensure that children and staff clean their hands regularly, including when 
they arrive at school, when they return from breaks, when using shared classroom equipment 
and before and after eating. We recognise that regular and thorough hand cleaning is going to 
be needed for the foreseeable future.  

 Internal movement through corridors in the indoor environments will continue to be minimised 

and face coverings will be worn by staff and visitors when social distancing cannot be maintained. 

 Small adaptations will be maintained within the indoor and outdoor learning environments to 

ensure that only small groups of children can play and work in a given area. In Years 2-6 children 

will sit forward facing as much as possible. We will not be asking children in reception and Year 

1 to sit at desks facing the front as this does not meet emotional and learning needs at this stage 

of their development.  

 Year groups will be kept apart wherever possible and there will be no large gatherings such as 

assemblies or gatherings with more than one group. 

 We will continue to implement staggered break times, lunch times and use of the outdoor 

learning environments. 

 We will ensure that indoor class based resources are only shared with children in each class 

group and that outdoor resources are regularly cleaned after each use if used by multiple 

groups. Children will have their own set of named stationery and a tray for their belongings. 

 
Drop off and Pick up. 

 

We will also continue to have staggered drop off and collection times in order to reduce the 

number of adults and children on site at any given time, these are detailed on the following page: 

 



If you have more than one child at Grangefield, please drop your children off at the time of the 

earliest drop off and collect at the latest time, and in this case please collect from EYFS/KS1 first and 

then follow one-way system up to the playground for KS2. 

 

As numbers of children and parents on the site will be significant, we ask that all parents and carers 

continue to be prompt with their entry and exit to school to help us keep everyone as safe as 

possible, follow any one-way system that is in operation. Please be patient, as at times you may 

need to queue. On the external pathways the paw prints are 1m apart which help you to maintain 

an appropriate distance between families. Please do not gather at the school gate, in the playground 

or on the astro. Please do not allow your children to play on outdoor equipment or run ahead of you 

on pathways – families should stay together whilst entering and exiting the school site, and whilst 

waiting for siblings. Although schools are returning the national lockdown measures need to be 

respected. 

 

Can I use child care? 

 

Child care can be used where it is needed for a parent/carer to attend work, education or there is a 

medical need. 

Guidance advises parents   

• to limit their use of multiple out-of-school settings providers / carers, and to only use one out-of-

school setting / child care in addition to school as far as possible. 

• to check with providers that they have put in place their own protective measures 

Year group Timings Drop off and Collection 
Reception 8:55 drop off 

15:00 collection 

Drop off – KS1 Gate 
Children welcomed through gate by member of SMT. 
 
Collection 
Parents follow one-way system onto astro – please 
find a suitable space to wait in front of child’s class. 
Please DO NOT gather in pairs or groups on the astro. 
Children will be sent out 1 at a time. Follow one-way 
system to exit/proceed to KS2. 

Year 1 8:50 drop off 

15:15 collection 

Year 2 8:45 drop off 

15:07 collection 

Year 3 8:45 drop off 

15:00 collection 

Drop off – KS2 Gate 
Children welcomed through gate by member of SMT. 
 
Collection 
Parents follow one-way system onto playground. 
Please find a suitable space to wait for your child 
class to come out.  

Please DO NOT gather in pairs or groups on the 
playground. Follow one-way system to exit. 

Year 4 8:50 drop off 

15:10 collection 

Year 5 8:55 drop off 

15:15 collection 

Year 6 8:45 drop off 

15:10 collection 



The link to the guidance for parents and carers is: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-

parents-and-carers-of-children-attending-out-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/guidance-for-

parents-and-carers-of-children-attending-out-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak  

Social contact 

Please do not allow your children to have play dates. The government ‘Roadmap out of lockdown’ 
states that ‘People will be allowed to leave home for recreation and exercise outdoors with their 
household or support bubble, if they are eligible for one, or with one person from outside their 
household ‘.  From 29 March this will change so that ‘outdoor gatherings (including in private 
gardens) of either 6 people (the Rule of 6) or 2 households will also be allowed, making it easier for 
friends and families to meet outside.’ 

Does my child have to attend school from March 8th 2021? 

The government have outlined that attendance at school will be compulsory from March 8th 2021 

for all children. Children must therefore be in school unless a statutory reason applies (for example, 

your child has been granted a leave of absence, is unable to attend because of sickness, is absent 

for a necessary religious observance etc.) 

 

We are hopeful that as parents/carers you will continue to trust that we will maintain our high levels 

of protective measures previously in place during the September reopening of school and that we 

will do everything we can to ensure that school remains as safe as possible whilst the virus is still 

prevalent. We will also continue to ensure that children’s mental health and wellbeing alongside 

their developmental needs are prioritised within both our curriculum and daily provision.  

 

You should therefore continue to follow our normal attendance procedures from March 8th 2021 

and inform us on a daily basis if your child in unwell and therefore unable to attend school. 

What if my child still needs to shield or self-isolate due to medical advice? 

At Grangefield, we recognise that: 
 a very small number of pupils will still be unable to attend in line with public health advice 

because they are self-isolating and have had symptoms or a positive test result themselves; or 
because they are a close contact of someone who has coronavirus (COVID-19) 

 Public Health England recommend that children and adults who are extremely clinically 
vulnerable should continue to shield, please contact your GP/consultant for further advice on this 
and inform the school of their recommendations. Read the current advice on shielding . Please 
forward a copy of the shielding letter sent to CEV children, advising them to not attend school 
whilst the shielding guidance is in place, to Mrs Lewis or Mrs Kydd. 

Where a pupil is unable to attend school because they are complying with clinical and/or public 
health advice, we will ensure children are able to access our remote education provision.  

What happens if my child shows symptoms of illness prior to attending or whilst at school? 

Please ensure that your child does not attend school if they show symptoms of Covid19 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/ If your child shows symptoms of 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-of-children-attending-out-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-of-children-attending-out-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-of-children-attending-out-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-of-children-attending-out-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-of-children-attending-out-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-of-children-attending-out-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/


Covid19, even if you think they are actually struggling with another medical condition, they should 

not attend school.   

If children become unwell during the day, we have a room prepared in which they will be supported 

by a trusted adult and you will be called to collect them.  We respectfully ask that you collect them 

as soon as you receive a call from us to keep all members of the Grangefield community safe and 

well.  Staff will use Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) when helping your child in this instance if 

they are unable to socially distance themselves whilst caring for your child. 

If your child or you show symptoms of Covid19, you should refer to the NHS website and arrange 

for a test; https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-an-

antigen-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/  If your child is tested, we ask that you alert us at 

school and inform us immediately of the outcome of the test. If your child’s test is negative, they 

can return to school immediately (as long as they are feeling well enough).  Should a member of 

staff become unwell with COVID19 symptoms, they will also be referred for a test. Should the 

outcome of the test be positive, we will follow the advice from Public Health England (PHE) and 

advise you accordingly of the actions to be taken.  

If someone tests positive, they should follow the ‘stay at home: guidance for households with 
possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection’ and must continue to self-isolate for 10 
days from the day after the onset of their symptoms and then return to school only if they do not 
have symptoms other than cough or loss of sense of smell/taste. This is because a cough or anosmia 
can last for several weeks once the infection has gone. The 10-day period starts from the day after 
the onset of symptoms. If they still have a high temperature, they should keep self-isolating until 
their temperature returns to normal. Other members of the household should self-isolating for 10 
days.  
 
Please also see the Public Health England flow chart accompanying this plan. 

 

If there is a confirmed case of Coronavirus at school: 
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The person with symptoms must self-isolate for 10 days (the 10 days starts from the day 

after the onset of symptoms).  

The people they live with must self-isolate for 10 days. 

The whole key group they are in at school must self-isolate for 10 days. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-an-antigen-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-an-antigen-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance


If someone in a class or group that has been asked to self-isolate develops symptoms themselves 
within their 10-day isolation period they should follow ‘stay at home: guidance for households with 
possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection’. They should get a test, and: 
 if the test delivers a negative result, they must remain in isolation for the remainder of the 10-

day isolation period. This is because they could still develop the coronavirus (COVID-19) within 
the remaining days. 

 if the test result is positive, they should inform their setting immediately, and must isolate for at 
least 10 days from the day after the onset of their symptoms. Their household should self-
isolate for at least 10 days from when the symptomatic person first had symptoms, 
following ‘stay at home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus 
(COVID-19) infection’ 

As a school, we would take swift action if we were to become aware that someone who has attended 
has tested positive for coronavirus (COVID-19and would contact the local health protection team. 
This team will also contact schools directly if they become aware that someone who has tested 
positive for coronavirus (COVID-19) attended the school – as identified by NHS Test and Trace. The 
health protection team will carry out a rapid risk assessment to confirm who has been in close 
contact with the person during the period that they were infectious, and ensure they are asked to 
self-isolate.  We will then send a letter out to all parents and staff if needed outlining the action to 
be taken.  

How can I help to prevent germs transferring from home to Grangefield and back again? 

The government continues to recommend that pupils limit the amount of equipment they bring into 

school each day. We therefore request that children only bring the following essential items into 

school each day: 

 named book bag (to carry only reading books and homework) 

 named coat (and uniform)  

 named lunch box (if they are not having a school lunch) and fruit/veg snack (if in KS2) 
 

They should not bring any other non-essential items (such as toys, large bags etc) into school as we 

will have everything they need at school.  

 

Please can you make sure your child washes their hands with soap and water prior to leaving home 

in the morning and as soon as they return home in the afternoon.  We also recommend that children 

change out of their uniform when they get home and that it is washed regularly.  

 

The Government guidance for early years and school settings continues to state that PPE (personal 

protection equipment) is not necessary in a school setting except in communal areas where adults 

cannot socially distance, therefore PPE should not be worn by pupils within daily practice. As 

previously mentioned, evidence indicates that it puts children at higher risk of spreading germs and 

picking up germs if they wear face masks and PPE.  This is because children would find it difficult to 

wear face coverings comfortably and this results in them touching their face more often and thus 

spreading germs more easily.  We will continue to ask all parents and other visitors to the site to 

wear a face covering. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance


What should my child wear to school? 

We ask that all children return to school in full uniform.  We also request that children should wear 

their PE kit to school on the day (s) they have PE (Y1-Y6). 

 

 
What will happen for lunch? 

From March 8th, Caterlink, our caterers, will provide a hot lunch from our school kitchen for some 

children. 

Because of the logistics of serving the meals in a safe environment hot meals will only be possible 

for: 

 Children in receipt of a universal free school meal. This is free to all children in Reception, 

Year 1 and Year2 who wish to take up the offer.  

 Children in receipt of a free school meal in any year group. 

 Children in Key Stage Two who, every week, have a meal at least 4 or 5 days in a week. 

Unfortunately, we cannot accommodate ‘peak’ days (such as Wednesday Roast Day or Friday 

fish day) for Key Stage Two children who do not regularly have a meal.  

As usual, KS2 parents (unless FSM) will be charged for meals ordered through ParentPay.  

 

Caterlinks’ staff will continue to follow catering guidelines to ensure health and safety measures are 

adhered to during this time.  We will regularly review this provision, and reinstate hot meal services 

as soon as we are able to. 
 

 

What will the curriculum look like in March and how will any gaps in my child’s learning and 

progress be prioritised? 

We recognise that many children have missed a significant proportion of the school year and 

therefore will not have engaged in all key learning opportunities within our broad and balanced 

curriculum. However, we also know that many children have continued to make good progress 

during this time with the support and commitment of you as parents, as you have worked tirelessly 

to support home learning. For the first few weeks of the Spring term we have planned a recovery 

curriculum focused upon ensuring children’s health and well-being alongside core learning 

opportunities are prioritised – in line with our curriculum drivers of ‘Solid Foundations, ‘Good To Be 

Me’ and ‘Growth Mindset’. An overview of this is available on our school website.  We are envisaging 

that this will be for a shorter period than in September but the teachers will judge the specific needs 

of their class. During this time, teachers will assess children’s learning and development in core 

subjects, without over-testing, and we will use this information to form our plans for curriculum 

priorities in each year group, and for individuals. 

Year groups Lunch time Where will children eat and play? 
Reception  11:45-12:45  Children will eat in their classrooms or the hall with year 

groups staggered and socially distancing. Each group will be 
supported during the week by the same midday supervisor/s. 
Tables and seating areas will be cleaned between sittings. 
Children will play in year groups in zoned outdoor areas. 

Year 1 11:45-12:45 

Year 2 & 3 12:00-13:00 

Year 4, 5 & 6 12:30-13:30 



We will continue to provide a broad and balanced curriculum which encourages our children to 

apply their developing ‘Solid Foundations’.   

The school will be receiving additional funding to support small group tutoring work, particularly for 
the children identified as more vulnerable. Following the assessment of how each child is doing we 
will make a decision on how best to utilise the funding available.  

 
What about clubs? 

Throughout this time, we have worked closely with Little Hoots to ensure that the protective 

measures across our settings are consistent. Little Hoots will provide the necessary information 

regarding this to the parents who use their before and after school care. We will continue to support 

children coming in from and going to Little Hoots. 

 

Information regarding extra-curricula clubs before the Easter break was sent out last week. 

 

I need to give a message to my child’s class teacher or the admin team. 

Please can all communication with the school continue to be via telephone or virtual means (email, 

ClassDojo and Tapestry). 

Do not approach teaching staff or visit the front office. Try to not forget any items your child needs 

in school to avoid an item needing to be dropped off later in the day. 

 

What will happen if my child needs to self-isolate due to a confirmed case of coronavirus in 

school? 

You should follow the advice provided earlier in this document should need to self-isolate due to a 

suspected or confirmed case of COVID19.  If your child does need to self-isolate, we will continue to 

ensure that remote education plans are available for them to continue to access our curriculum and 

planned learning opportunities at home.  This information will continue to be accessible through the 

home learning pages on the website. 

 

What will happen if we have a further period of enforced school closure? 

In the event of a local outbreak, the PHE health protection team or local authority may advise our 

school or a number of schools to close temporarily to help control transmission. We have a 

contingency plan for this eventuality which includes continued development and provision of 

remote education resources.  

 


