
Intent  

Art & Design stimulates creativity and imagination.  It provides visual, tactile and sensory experiences and a 

special way of understanding and responding to the world.  It enables children of all abilities to communicate 

what they see, feel and think through the use of colour, texture, form, pattern and different materials and 

processes. 
 

We encourage children to explore ideas and meanings through the work of a range of artists and designers.  

Through learning about the roles and functions of art, they can explore the impact it has on contemporary 

life and that of different times and cultures.  The appreciation and enjoyment of the visual arts enriches all 

our lives. 
 

Our children have access to a progressive curriculum that is supported by Kapow Primary. Kapow Primary Art 

& Design Units of Work enable children to understand art, craft and design concepts through a repetition-

based approach to learning. Learning about the same art, craft and design concepts through different art, 

craft and design activities enables a more secure, deeper learning and mastery of art, craft and design skills 

and vocabulary.  

 

The intent of our Art & Design curriculum is: 

 To engage, inspire and challenge pupils, equipping them with the knowledge and skills to 
experiment, invent and create their own works of art, craft and design. 

 To enable children to produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their 

experiences. 

 To enable children to become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and 
design techniques. 

 To enable children to evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and 
design. 

 To know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and 
cultural development of their art forms. 

 
Art & Design comes into different areas in EYFS: 
 
C&L – Listening, Attention and Understanding – ELG – children listen attentively and respond to what they 
hear with relevant questions, comments and actions during whole class discussions and small group 
interactions. 
C&L – Listening, Attention and Understanding – ELG – they make comments about what they have heard 
and ask questions to clarify their understanding. 
C&L – Listening, Attention and Understanding – ELG – they hold conversations when engaged in back-and-
forth exchanges with their teacher and peers. 
C&L – Speaking – ELG – Children participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their 
own ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary. 
PSED – Self -Regulation – ELG – Children show an ability to follow instructions involving several ideas or 

actions. 

PSED – Managing Self – ELG – They are confident to try new activities and show independence, 

resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge. 

PD – Fine Motor Skills – ELG – They use a range of small tools, including scissors, paint brushes and 

cutlery. 

PD – Fine Motor Skills – ELG – Children begin to show accuracy and care when drawing. 

UW – The Natural World – ELG - They explore the natural world around them, making observations and 

drawing pictures of animals and plants. 
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EAD – Creating with Materials – ELG – Children safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and 

techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function. 

EAD – Creating with Materials – ELG – They share their creations, explaining the process they have used. 

 
By the end of Key Stage 1, pupils should be able to: 
 
 use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 

 use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and imagination 

 develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form 
and space 

 about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the differences and 
similarities between different practices and disciplines, and making links to their own work. 

  
By the end of Key Stage 2, pupils should be able to: 
 

 create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas 
 improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpture 

with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay] 
 about great artists, architects and designers in history 

 
Implementation 

Art & Design is mainly found in the expressive arts and design section of the EYFS Statutory Framework but it 

is also found in the communication and language and shape, space and measure sections. Children in EYFS 

participate in Art & Design across the curriculum through outdoor painting activities, mark-making, colour 

mixing, exploring a range of recycled materials, patterns in nature and collage.  Resources to stimulate Art & 

Design development are also provided for children to use in continuous provision for more independent 

exploration.  

The ‘Kapow’ Art & Design scheme of work, which is used throughout KS1 and KS2, supports all the 

requirements of the National Curriculum.  It is an integrated, practical, exploratory and child-led approach to 

Art & Design learning. All Art & Design learning in this scheme of work is built around the formal elements of 

Art & Design: Making Skills, Generating Ideas, Knowledge, Evaluation and Language. These elements are at 

the centre of all the learning. They weave through the units to encourage the development of Art & Design 

skills as the learning progresses through drawing, painting, craft, line, pattern, texture, colour, materials, 

form and space, shape, tone and through the use of sketchbooks.  Children learn to understand the Art & 

Design skills through a repetition-based approach to learning.  Learning about the same Art & Design 

concepts through different mediums enables a more secure, deeper learning and mastery of Art & Design 

skills.  

We also draw on other resources to enhance the children’s art, craft and design development. The 

opportunity to work with a professional potter allowed pupils to create a whole school clay Owl that is 

displayed outside school. We are able to provide the opportunity for one class from each key stage to work 

with a potter to produce 3D clay work for their craft unit of work. 

Although the children’s sketchbooks record the thinking process which often leads to art outcomes, the 

sketchbook itself becomes an art form. Sketchbooks are used for many other things aside from sketching, 

including:  drawings or notes, etchings, key words, pieces of fabric or material, found objects, colours, 

photos, texts, rubbings, annotations, ephemera and other visual references. 



Children have the opportunity to enter National, Regional, Local and School Art and photography 

competitions. We display the children’s artwork within the school whenever and wherever we can.  Larger 

pieces or special pieces are made into more permanent displays.  The children love to see their artwork on 

display and quite often comment on their own and other’s work. 

 

At times, in Owl Groups, we will study specific artists – finding out more about them and their style of art.  

Children are able to showcase their talents by producing scenery for our plays and performances. 

Local companies have asked our children to produce collaborative art pieces for display in their premises. 

Each unit of Art & Design is assessed by class teachers continuously during lessons. A main focus area of the 

National Curriculum is selected for each unit (from drawing, painting, craft, line, pattern, texture, colour, 

materials, form and space, shape, tone). Supporting documents from the ‘Kapow’ scheme are used along 

with the progression of skills and knowledge documents. Reviewing and reflecting regularly helps to inform 

future lessons and provide the evidence for end of year judgements.  

Impact 

The impact of our Art & Design curriculum will be assessed using student and teacher voice. The aim is for 

children to understand the relevance of what they are learning within Art & Design and to enjoy their art, 

craft and design experiences within school.  

 Children will achieve age related expectations in Art & Design and will retain knowledge that is 
pertinent to art, craft and design.  

 Children will be keen to participate in wider art, craft and design activities.  

 Children will develop an appreciation and understanding of art, craft and design which they can 
carry with them throughout their lives. 
 

     

  


