Curriculum Overview for MFL

2021-2022

Intent
Modern foreign languages in Primary schools provide a unique opportunity for the children to immerse
themselves in a foreign culture and engage with each other using a new language. As languages encapsulate
the development of culture, children will take on worldly skills through learning languages that cannot be
transferred through many other areas in the curriculum. Throughout the language learning journey,
etymology will be highlighted to show the children how a language is a developing part of culture and the
efficacy of borrowing words from other cultures. For young children with growing minds, learning languages
is a natural cognitive process that only becomes more difficult with age, so it is important that we provide
the most effective educational opportunities for the children throughout their time in Key Stage 2.
As much as it can be natural to take on languages, it is very cognitively demanding and relies on a lot of
rehearsal to ensure the children learn the target language at face value rather than constantly comparing it
to their native tongue. In our curriculum design, we aim to teach the children to listen attentively, join in,
and respond using the target language. The development of vocabulary will be taking place along with
deepening understanding of grammatical structure in order to produce an outcome of a child who can
manipulate the language and use it to effectively communicate, as opposed to learning key words and standalone phrases.
Intended Outcomes - by the end of key stage 2:
-

listen attentively to spoken language and join in and respond

-

explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and appreciate stories,
songs, poems and rhymes

-

engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to those of
others; seek clarification and help*

-

speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures

-

develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand

-

read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing

-

broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words, including through
using a dictionary

-

write phrases from memory

-

understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, incl: feminine, conjugation of
high-frequency verbs; key features and patterns of the language; how to instance, to build
sentences; and how these differ from or are similar to English.

Implementation
Modern Foreign Languages can be delivered effectively through confident, equipped, and
knowledgeable teachers who have a passion for developing communication between individuals. It is
not a given that the class teacher will be fluent in the target language but resources are provided to
support all members of the classroom. This includes the need to reference the native language of the
learners consistently and provide scaffolding on which to build learning.
Our curriculum for modern foreign languages develops
children’s linguistic syntax through learning:
introductions and greetings, verbs and tense focus and
common French phrases. The children also build up a
bank of vocabulary about a vast range of subjects such
as: animals, colours, weather, anatomy, days, hobbies,
clothes, family, and food. Towards the end of Key Stage
2, there is a greater emphasis on cultural awareness
and developing knowledge surrounding the country
from which the target language originates. By revising
topics year upon year, along with slowly adding content
as the children get older, pupils have a chance to gain a
holistic understanding of the target language through
the wide variation of topics studied.
Modern Foreign languages have the unique quality of being able to be brought up at times outside of the
discrete lesson delivery. It is encouraged to use classroom instructions in French wherever possible and
use communication phrases sporadically to keep up on practising as much as possible.
Impact.
The aim of the modern foreign languages curriculum at Grangefield is to ensure the children leave the school
equipped with language-learning abilities they can take into secondary school as they deepen their
understanding and ability to retain more complex linguistic knowledge. The aim is not to ‘load’ the pupils
with vocabulary and set phrases that they can repeat ad verbatim, but rather to encourage them be
passionate about the benefits of learning a new language and use the skills they have learned to go on and
become worldly members of society.
By providing opportunities to learn about the subject areas we provide, along with improving fluency in
manipulating the target language, the children will hopefully leave the school with a rounded understanding
and ability to build upon their knowledge of the target language.

