
 

 

 

 

    Friday 8th April 2022 

Dear Parents, 

Curriculum Termly Newsletter 

Next term’s topic is ‘Amazing Animals’ where we will be finding out about a variety of animals and 

answering the question ‘Where do animals live?’.  We’ll be learning about caring for pets, wild 

animals, minibeasts and life cycles as well as exploring where animals live. We will continue to build 

upon the skills and knowledge the children have already developed in the seven areas of learning in 

the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum. 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

The children will be encouraged to maintain attention for longer periods of time and continue to 

develop more independence when selecting resources and carrying out tasks.  We will continue to 

encourage the children to persevere at tasks they find tricky and to think of ways they could improve 

their work after they are finished.  We will discuss why we take turns, wait politely and tidy up for 

ourselves. We will continue to develop the children’s awareness of the need to respect and be 

sensitive to the needs of others, and we will be helping the children consider the consequences of 

their words and actions for themselves and others. We will continue to develop children’s positive 

sense of self, by allowing them to set simple goals and have confidence within their own abilities.  

 

In Jigsaw we will be completing the Jigsaw piece ‘Relationships’ where we will be discussing 

friendships, being kind to others, falling out and how to resolve friendship issues. 

Communication and Language, Literacy 

The children will continue to be supported to develop skills such as sustained listening, conversing 

and negotiating. The children will continue to understand how to listen carefully and why listening is 

important. They will also be encouraged to sustain focus when listening to a story. They will be using 

language to organise, sequence and clarify their ideas. The children will be describing events or 

objects in detail, using time connectives, where appropriate. The children will use vocabulary and 

forms of speech that are increasingly influenced by their experiences of books and develop their 

own narratives by connecting ideas or events.  

 

The children will continue to develop their phonics skills at a level appropriate to them. The children 

will learn how to use finger spaces between words and capital letters, when appropriate. They will 

begin to write the key words they have learnt to read.  In reading, the children will enjoy hearing 

poetry, stories and using non-fiction texts to find information. The children will use their phonetic 

knowledge to sound out and blend sounds in unfamiliar words and begin to recognise many key 

words by sight. The children will re-read books to build up their confidence in word reading, their 

fluency and their understanding and enjoyment of stories. Consequently, we aim for the children to 

become more fluent readers who are able to answer questions about what they have read. We will 

be reading the story ‘Dear Zoo’ and creating our own story map with actions, to retell the story. The 

children will have a go at creating their own story maps, writing captions and labels and writing 

simple short sentences, based on the text.  



RWI  
In Literacy, we will continue to teach phonics and writing through our Read Write Inc. scheme. Children 
will bring home two books, one which matches the reading they will be doing in their groups and another 
book to read for pleasure. Please continue to write in their yellow reading records, once your child has 
read to you. 
 
Mathematics 
The children will develop their number skills and move onto exploring numbers beyond 10 through count-
ing irregular arrangements of objects; estimating; comparing sets of objects and using  
language such as ‘more and fewer’. The children will begin to learn how to double, halve and share num-
bers as well as explore odd and even numbers. We will practice adding more, counting on and back and 
taking away. For space, shape and measure the children will be practically exploring weight, length and 
height, as well as practicing using the correct mathematical language to explore spatial reasoning.    
 
Expressive Arts and Design 

The Reception classroom is always a hive of creativity, and this term we will be designing and creating our 
own wild animals, producing animal paintings and collages, and experimenting with new effects and tex-
tures. We will look at Rousseau’s Tiger and produce some animal print art. The children will be encouraged 
to select the tools and techniques they need to assemble materials that they are using. We will explore dif-
ferent genres of music and listen to music from a variety of different countries. The children will be learn-
ing about the different families of musical instruments and they will have a go at making music themselves. 
 
Understanding the World 
Throughout our ‘Amazing Animals’ topic the children will have the opportunity to utilise a range of pro-
grammable resources such as CD players, tablets, cameras, Bee-Bots and computers to support their learn-
ing. We will be visiting the Cotswold Wildlife Park to learn about a variety of different animals and learn in 
depth about Minibeasts through a hands-on experience. We will also be welcoming some caterpillars into 
the classroom, to closely observe their life cycle, watching them turn into butterflies. The children will be 
encouraged to describe and comment on things that they observe throughout our ‘Amazing Animals’ topic, 
to further their communication and language skills. The children will learn about caring for animals, such as 
pets or farm animals. This will be supported within the classroom through our role play areas e.g. a 
vet’s/pet shop.  
 
Physical Development 
The children will continue to develop and enhance their fine motor skills this term. They will work on de-
veloping a secure, accurate pencil grip and their manipulation of small objects. During handwriting ses-
sions, we continue to be working on forming letters correctly.  During PE sessions we will be experimenting 
with different ways of moving and dancing, linked to the story ‘We’re going on a Bear Hunt’. We will work 
on sending and receiving skills as well as reaction and agility during our Real PE sessions. We will also begin 
to practise our events for Sports Day. PE will continue to be on a Monday afternoon and the children will 
need to come to school in their PE kits and trainers. 
 
Home Learning 
The children will continue to bring home a RWI reading book and we would encourage you to read with 
your child as often as possible.  Don’t forget to write in their reading diary so we know you have read to-
gether.  Please ensure that your child’s sound wallet and RWI book wallet and homework folder remains in 
their book bag so that they can be updated.  Please continue to promote the sounding out of words that 
your child is unfamiliar with. The children are doing a fabulous job with recognising these words and this 
will be a huge help to them as they progress with their reading and writing throughout the school.  Making 
up your own stories or getting your child to help you change the ending of a familiar story is a fun way of 
promoting Literacy skills at home. Please keep checking Tapestry for any updates or messages.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
Mrs Patel, Miss Sharpe and The EYFS team 


