@ Grangefield School
'g“’ Flying high. Spreading our wings.

Newsletter 16: 17 May 2024

Dear Grangefield School Community,

As Year 6 test week draws to a close, | want to say a
huge well done to our incredible Y6 pupils. Their
effort, growth mindset and sensible behaviour has
been truly commendable. Y6, | know you will have
tried your very best in each test and | am proud of
each and every one of you.

School has been a busy place the last few weeks,
with exciting learning taking place inside and
outside the classroom. | accompanied YR on their
fantastic trip to the Wildlife Park, and have enjoyed
seeing castle modelling in Y2 and installation art
being developed in Y5. It's been great to welcome
parents into school for class assemblies and | look
forward to seeing more of you at upcoming events
such as sports day and Grangefest.

Thank you for your continued support,
Mrs Gemma Kydd
Head Teacher

Date Activity
20-24 May Y6 Residential to Grittleton House Adventure
24 May Term 5 Ends
3 June Term 6 Starts
3 June Y2 Trip to Goodrich Castle
5 June Y6 Trip to Science Festival
4 June Class Photos
13 June Natter & Know How Coffee Morning—8:45pm
w/c 17 June | Book Fair Week
18 June Juniors Sports Day—Timings to be confirmed
19 June Infants Sports Day—Timings to be confirmed
25 June Rec 24 Starters Information Evening—5:30pm
26 June Y3 Assembly—2:30 pm
27 June Y1 Trip to Nature in Art
1 July Y4A Violin Performance—1:30 pm
1 July Y4B Violin Performance—2:30 pm
4 July Y1 Assembly—2:30 pm
6 July Grangefest
8 July Rocksteady Concert—Timings to be confirmed
9 July Y2 Trip to Slimbridge
9 July Y6 Performance—5pm more details to follow
10 July Y6 Performance—5pm more details to follow
17 July Y5 Visit to We The Curious
17 July Y2 Performance—2pm
19 July Y6 Graduation—1:15pm more details to follow
19 July Term 6 Ends: 2pm finish
22 July Inset Day
21-25 Oct Y6 Residential to Grittleton House Adventure
New Event or Change of Date/Time
FOGS Event

Summer Reminders

As we are starting to get a sprinkling of Summer, between
the rain showers, just some reminders:

® Please ensure that a coat is brought to school, even if it
is sunny in the morning, we have had some lunchtime /
afternoon showers

e If your child suffers with Hayfever, please ensure that
they are given symptom relievers before arriving at school

e Sunglasses can be worn at break / lunch time for
medical reasons, however fashion sunglasses should not be
brought to school

e Sunhats should be brought in, for children to wear
during outside activities

e When needed, suncream should be applied before
school

Staffing Update

It is with mixed emotions that | announce the
departure of Mr Allard, who will be leaving
Grangefield at the end of this academic year to take
up the position of Deputy Head Teacher at
Hardwicke Parochial Academy. Mr Allard has been
a huge part of our school community for the past
eleven years, both as a passionate teacher and
school leader. While we are sad to see him go, we
are also incredibly proud of his achievement.
Becoming a Deputy Head Teacher is a testament to
his hard work, leadership skills and dedication to
education. Thank you Mr Allard and Good Luck!

School Trips

Please visit ParentPay to consent to school trips and
make voluntary contributions, where possible.
Current trips are on the calendar above.

Car Park

Please do not walk across the car park when
entering or leaving school or Little Hoots. Cars are
still entering and exiting the car park during the
start and end of the school day.




Violin Performances

As you will see from the calendar, Year 4 will be
showecasing what they have learnt from their violin
lessons this term. Parent are welcome to attend.

KS1 Pathway

Apologies for the condition of the overhanging trees on
the pathway leading to the KS1 gate, we are unable to
cut back the trees as we currently have nesting birds.
Once we know that they have gone, Mrs Stickings will
cut back.

Lakehouse Caravan Park, Stoke Road

A reminder that this is private property and should not
be used as a shortcut from the public footpath. If you
have been using this route to school, please seek an
alternative route.

Absences due to lliness

If your child is absent from school due to illness, please
contact the school office in the first instance, on either
admin@grangefield.gloucs.sch.uk or 01242 671003.
You can still message teachers on Class Dojo, but please
be aware that the teachers will not always look at
messages prior to school, so you may be contacted by
the office if they have not had notification about your
child’s absence. We ask that all parents adhere to the
48 hour rule following a bout of sickness and diarrhoea.
If you are unsure as to whether your child should come
to school, the NHS have a webpage that may be helpful
- Is my child too ill for school?

Medical Appointments

Where possible, these should be made outside of school
hours, however, we understand that this is not always
easy, especially with hospital appointments. Please
advise the school office, so that it can be recorded
correctly in the register.

Other Absences

No family holiday, short break or day out can be
authorised, except in exceptional circumstances.
Absence for any reason during term time is discouraged.
Parents do not have an automatic right to withdraw
pupils from school for a holiday and in law, have to
apply for permission in advance (at least 2 weeks’
notice); this should done by completing a “Request for a
Leave of Absence” Form, this can be obtain from the
school office. All unauthorised absences over 10
sessions (5 school days) are reported to the Local
Authority Attendance Officer, which may result in you
receiving a Penalty Notice. Please refer to our Absence
Policy on our website for further clarification.

Pupil Premium and Free School Meals

If your child is eligible for ‘free school meals’ and you
register them for this, we’ll receive extra funding called
‘pupil premium’. We use this extra money to improve
the educational provision and resources at the school.

Pupil premium funding from the government is given to
schools to help pupils reach their full potential,

regardless of their background or financial situation.

Your child might be eligible if you access:

. Income Support

o Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance or
Employment and Support Allowance

o Support under part VI of the Immigration and
Asylum Act 1999

o The guaranteed element of Pension Credit

. Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled
to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross
income of no more than £16,190)

. Working Tax Credit run-on

. Universal Credit, provided you have an annual
net earned income not exceeding £7,400
(£616.67 per month)

Pupils who are registered for free school meals don’t
have to eat them. If you’re eligible but you want your
child to have packed lunches, you should still register
because the school will receive the funding which can
support your child in other ways, such as funding school
trips, educational provision/resources, academic
interventions, wellbeing and self-esteem building
interventions. The extra money we receive could make
a real difference to the quality of education we offer.

Currently, pupils in reception, year 1 and year 2 are
entitled to a free school meal thanks to a different
government funding scheme known as universal infant
free school meals (UIFSM). You shouldn’t confuse
UIFSM with free schools meals and the pupil premium.
If your child is in reception, year 1 or year 2 and is
eligible for free school meals according to the criteria
above, you should still register because we’ll receive
the extra pupil premium funding.

Please note that if you have older children in the
school, who are entitled to free school meals, this does
not automatically register younger children onto free
school meals register, you will need to apply separately
for them. If you feel that you may be entitled to Free
School Meals, you can check on this website: https://
www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/
school-transport-and-free-school-meals/apply-for-free-

school-meals
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Y2 Art Club

The Y2 Art Club have been hard at work this term, take a look at their Jackson Pollock inspired masterpieces.

Friends of Grangefield Corner

Grangefest 2024—Saturday July 6™

Grangefest is coming soon. Put it on your calendar for an afternoon of festival fun including favourites such as
bouncy castles, hamper, raffle, BBQ, bar and more.

We need you!

We are reaching out to our amazing school community for volunteers to help make Grangefest a huge success! We
can't run this exciting event without your help, and trust us, it's going to be loads of fun whilst raising funds that go
directly back to the children.

If you are interested in helping to plan the event or can help with setting up or manning stalls and activities on the
afternoon of Saturday 6" July, please do let us know at grangefieldpta@grangefield.gloucs.sch.uk

Name Labels
You can help raise funds for FOGS without it costing anything. If you are ordering name labels for summer

uniforms or for the new school year, FOGS now get commission if you use the following companies and links
below:

My Nametags

Use this link https://www.mynametags.com/affiliate?id=62971 or use code 62971 at the checkout page.

Stikins
Use code 8296 in the School Fundraising Number field
Stamptastic

Use this link: https://bit.ly/STAMPGL528GL—Plus a £4.99 discount if you order the School Name Labels Deluxe
Bundle, using this PTA Code: GL528GL on the checkout page

To get in touch with us about anything, please email us at grangefieldpta@grangefield.gloucs.sch.uk
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