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Flying high. Spreading our wings.

Grangefield Reading Newsletter

Keep Reading Over the Summer!

As we reach the end of another fantastic school year, we'd like to encourage all of our pupils to keep reading
over the summer holidays. Just 10—-20 minutes of reading each day can make a huge difference, helping
children to maintain and build on the progress they have made this year while developing their vocabulary,
fluency and confidence. Reading doesn't have to mean sitting down with a novel every day — magazines,
comics, newspapers, recipe books, information texts and audiobooks all help to foster a love of reading.
Why not visit your local library, swap books with friends or set aside a regular family reading time? Most
importantly, let your child choose books that genuinely interest them. We hope all of our Grangefield
readers enjoy a summer filled with wonderful stories, exciting adventures and plenty of opportunities to
discover something new through reading!
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Free Challenge for Ages 3+

Discover events and activities, earn rewards,
and dive into this year’s history theme

Gloucestershire Library Challenge 2026

Looking for a fun (and free!) way to keep your child reading this summer? Gloucestershire Libraries are once
again running their fantastic Library Challenge 2026: Tales Through Time. Children can sign up at any
Gloucestershire library, complete a range of reading and activity challenges, and collect stamps, stickers,
certificates and rewards as they progress towards a special medal and prize draw entry. The challenge runs
throughout the summer holidays and is a wonderful way to encourage a love of reading while exploring
exciting stories, history and imagination. Whether your child enjoys fiction, non-fiction, graphic novels or
audiobooks, there's something for everyone. We would love to hear all about the books and adventures our
Grangefield readers discover over the summer — happy reading!




Book Recommendations

The Storm Whale — Benji Davies

Noi lives by the sea with his fisherman father and feels lonely while his dad is away at work.
One day, he discovers a baby whale washed up on the beach, beginning a touching story about
friendship, family and kindness. A beautifully illustrated book that children will want to read
@ | againand again.
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The Last Bear — Hannah Gold

Eleven-year-old April forms an unlikely friendship with a lonely polar bear on a remote Arctic
island. This beautifully written story combines adventure with themes of courage, hope and
protecting our planet, making it a memorable read for Years 3 and 4.

Cogheart — Peter Bunzl

Set in a thrilling Victorian world of airships and mechanical inventions, Cogheart follows Lily as
she uncovers a dangerous mystery after her father's disappearance. Packed with action, twists
and unforgettable characters, it's an exciting adventure that is sure to keep Years 5 and 6
readers hooked until the very last page.

PETER BUNZL

132 Million Words... and Counting!

Our KS2 children have now read an incredible 132 million words this year through our Word Count Warrior
challenge — a truly phenomenal achievement! To put that into perspective, that's the equivalent of reading
around 1,500 Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone books, or enough words to read the entire Harry Potter
series more than 120 times! If you read one word every second without stopping, it would take over four years
to reach 132 million words. What an amazing testament to the enthusiasm and dedication of our young readers.
Keep turning those pages —we can't wait to see what incredible total we can reach next year!

Thank You!

A huge thank you to all of our parents and carers for your continued support with reading at home. Your
encouragement, whether it's listening to your child read, sharing a bedtime story, visiting the library or simply
talking about books together, plays a vital role in developing confident, enthusiastic readers. The fantastic
progress our children make is only possible through the strong partnership between home and school, and we are
incredibly grateful for everything you do. We hope you all enjoy a summer filled with lots of wonderful reading
together!
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